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 President’s Message 
         

 

Dear Members and 
Friends, 

 
As we welcome a beautiful spring in Clayton, I’d like to update you on our work to     

preserve and promote Clayton’s rich history.  Everything we do is volunteer-driven, and 
donation-funded; it’s great to see folks still involved and supporting the museum, even 
during Covid. 
 

Most recently, our Annual Meeting was held in the Museum Garden.  The Clampers brought their tools and 
retrieved the time capsule from the concrete vault.  Unfortunately, the contents had not been water-proofed 
and were a soggy mess.  Now dried, we are working to decipher what they are.  When we replace the time  
capsule it will be of archival quality.  During the meeting the Board also honored two longtime volunteers for 
their service.  John Rubiales, who served on the CHS Board of Directors and helped with maintenance of our            
building, and Jim Seven, who served as the CHS Treasurer, were honored. 
 

Our CHS Museum has re-opened with our newest exhibit, Clayton Farms.  Come in on Sundays and        
Wednesdays from 2pm - 4pm to learn the answers to questions such as: Who was the first white farmer in the 
Clayton area? Hint: it wasn’t Joel Clayton.  Which Clayton winery made over a million gallons of wine in 1911? 
What farming machinery was designed and patented by Clayton inventors?  How did Joel Clayton help         
California farmers grow better wine grapes?      … continued on page 2 
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     Ted Meriam               
Clayton Historical Society  

President, 2022 

The Clayton Historical Society was founded in 1974 

to "research, collect, record, preserve, display,      

borrow, share, and interpret  local history      

information and memorabilia, and to promote   

understanding of Clayton origins and development." 
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Welcome new members 

 

   Herb & Connie Weimar Catherine Smith 

http://www.claytonhistory.org
https://claytonhistory.org/exhibits/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

 
 
 
 

 

  CHS Gardens Tour   May 6 & 7    10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

  CVGC Plant Sale   May 7     9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 At Endeavor Hall 

  CHS Board Meeting   May 10     4:00 p.m. 

  CHS Board Meeting   June 14     4:00 p.m. 

  CHS Board Meeting   July 12     4:00 p.m. 

  CHS Board Meeting   August 9     4:00 p.m. 

  CHS Board Meeting   September 13    4:00 p.m. 

 

 

The Museum has reopened Sundays & Wednesdays 2:00—4:00 pm 

 

If you are unable to visit in person, we welcome you to check out the CHS YouTube Channel.  Videos on 
Clayton's history, including the blacksmithing history of the region, recordings from meetings past and 
present, and new content are published regularly. 
 

While the Museum was closed all of 2021, it’s an old building, and  it takes regular funding to keep it 
alive. We need your continued support to preserve and promote our rich history.  We were unable to do 
our annual Christmas Home Tour this year, so we need your support to keep our historical Museum run-
ning and open to the public in 2022.  We plan to hold our annual Gardens Tour on May 6 & 7 and tickets 
are on sale now.  Your gift of volunteer time or money will help sustain our local history. 
 

If you are a current member, please remember that all memberships are renewed annually in January. 
Due to pandemic delays and board changes, we are late getting this reminder out to you. Please renew 
your CHS membership now to support our activities as we move forward. 
 

Furthermore, if you’d prefer not to be a “member,” but would like to support the Museum, you can     
also give a donation as a “Friend.” To financially support the Museum, please indicate whether you prefer 
to give via a Membership and/or combine it with a Friend donation either online or on the attached form.  
We hope 2022 will finally see us emerging from this pandemic and returning to a time more like the past.  

My regards, 

Ted Meriam, President ted@claytonhistory.org | 925-672-0240 

YouTube Channel 

 

We are pleased to announce the new Clayton Historical Society YouTube Channel. In light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, volunteers at the Clayton Museum are looking to promote Clayton’s rich history 
in new ways. From the safety of your home, please check out our channel to see videos on    Clayton 
history, recordings from meetings past and present, and new content published monthly. 

http://www.claytonhistory.org/youtube
https://clayton-historical-society.square.site/product/clayton-gardens-tour-ticket-2022/34?cs=true&cst=custom
https://clayton-historical-society.square.site/product/clayton-gardens-tour-ticket-2022/34?cs=true&cst=custom
https://clayton-historical-society.square.site/membership-and-volunteer
https://clayton-historical-society.square.site/membership-and-volunteer
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChfhWysFMBj6hvBRjPu2oWA
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MUSEUM TOUR NEWS 
Submitted by Linda Pinder & Adela Oldford 

 

We are getting ready to start our 2022 school field trips the end of 
April.  If you are interested in scheduling a special field trip for a group, 
contact the Clayton museum at 925-672-0240 or email 
   museum@claytonhistory.org.   

We are also able to plan a walking tour of the historical places in town for those interested.  
 

   Last fall we had a few special field trips. 
  

 

Photo to the Left:  Clayton resident 
John Pound approached the 
Clayton Museum for a tour in 
connection with a 54 year   
commemoration of Del Valle 
High School Class of 67.  He was 
primarily interested in sharing 
Clayton’s unique pioneer       
history with many of the class 
members who live in or near 
Clayton.  The group of 9 were 
enthusiastic and thoroughly  
enjoyed the insight into       
Clayton’s historic past provided 
by Brian Connery, who talked 
about blacksmithing. 

 

 

Above: Group photo of Community Based RES  (Re-
education service) from a field trip last fall. 

Adela Oldford 
Linda Pinder 

Below: A group of home schooled students ages 5-11 enjoyed 
traveling back to the pioneer era of the late 1800’s in Clayton’s 
hands-on tour. 

mailto:museum@claytonhistory.org


 

Clayton Chronicles                Foothills District Newsletter       7                                                            Spring 2022 

NOTES FROM THE CLAYTON  HISTORICAL  MUSEUM 

 

by Debbie Eistetter 
 

“There is not much science needed in planting grapes, and I doubt the assertion 
that the grape is a criterion in making good wine.”  WHAT??  Surprisingly enough, 
this is a direct quote from Joel Clayton in his article entitled, “Suggestions as to 
Grape Culture,” appearing in an 1862 issue of a California farm journal.  He insist-
ed it was the soil that gave wine its flavor, and he praised Mount Diablo soil as  
being some of the best in the state.  A rebuttal to his remark was printed in the 
same issue by a gentleman well versed in wine production:   “[Clayton] is in great 
error, and but little informed of the peculiarities and qualities of the grapevine.”  
He was correct about the soil being perfect for grapes however. 
The culture of grapes in our area was widespread at one time, and Joel Clayton 
himself could boast of having a vineyard of some 20,000 vines.  Wines produced from grapes grown in here    
garnered national and international awards, especially for sherries and ports in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.   
The grape mite infestation in 1911 and Prohibition in 1919 severely curbed grape cultivation, and many dispirited 
farmers replaced their vines with walnut and almond orchards, but a 1938 agricultural map of Contra Costa 
County shows grapes as still being a major crop in Clayton.  
This same map illustrates Clayton area’s second major agricultural entity as grazing land and hay for livestock.  
Harry Keller purchased his ranch land from the estate of Joel Clayton in 1910 and changed his  occupation from 
butcher to rancher, eventually gaining a reputation as one of the most outstanding cattlemen in the western 

states. 
The largest tracts of orchards and grain were confined 
to the flatlands west of Clayton, but berries, pears, 
peaches, apricots, walnuts, almonds, figs, wheat and 
barley grew well here.  Whether a farm family earned 
their income from a particular crop or from the sale 
of livestock, the typical farm might have had a       
vegetable garden, fruit trees, a small vineyard, a    
hayfield, beehives, pigs, chickens, horses, some cattle 
and a milk cow.   Food was preserved or “put up” and 
stored for use in the winter months.  Extra produce 
was shared with neighbors or used for trade-in-kind 
at local stores. 
But Mother Nature has always provided many      

challenges to ranchers and farmers in the guise of 

disease, drought, insects, birds and rodents.  The     

author of an article written in 1863 noted how particularly blue jays and woodpeckers were “not delicate in their 

taste as usual, eating unripe fruits and stripping trees of apricots, peaches, pears and plums.”  California ground 

squirrels, in particular, were a problem as they lay waste to grain fields, allowing weeds to take over.  They also 

dug holes that were hazardous to livestock and machinery.  Ground squirrels in the late 1800’s ate an estimated 

quarter of a million dollars worth of grain in Contra Costa County, and this fact gave rise to passage of the    

Squirrel Nuisance Abatement Law. Counties had to create squirrel districts having squirrel “masters” or            

inspectors.  If a farmer did not clear his land of the rodents, inspectors would do the job and charge the farmer 

for their services.  This law was repealed when farmers objected to being taxed in order to pay for the              

inspectors’ salaries.  As one newspaper reporter wrote, “Californians seem to have one trial after another--one 

evil cured, another comes.” 

Charmetta Mann’s grandfather, Will Frank in the 1920’s 
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE REPORT 

By Willliam Jordan 
 
My name is Will Jordan, co-Maintenance Chair of the Clayton Historical       
Society museum.  This is my second year being a member of the Board 
and it has been quite an engaging learning experience for me to say the 
least.  In the photos below you can get an idea of some of the tasks and 
tools involved with ensuring the museum building and the areas that    
surround it are all kept in check.  Steve Lane, Museum Garden Chair, has 
taught me much of the knowledge I have obtained regarding building 
maintenance.  Although, I am always learning, Steve has had a big impact 
on that progression.  In the photo on the left, I am spraying the top of the flagpole in hopes of 
regaining that crisp gold look that has deteriorated over time.  In the photo on the right, Steve 
and I are preparing to sand the two wooded boards we added to the building for the hanging 
baskets. 

 
 
Photo to the left: Steve and I were clearing out much of the 
moss that had made its way onto the roof.  We also cleared 
the gutters of any leaves that had fallen from the oak tree 
right behind the building.  One thing I have come to realize is 
that you never run out of things to do when working down at 
the museum.  It is all in fun though and it has certainly all 
been a learning experience. 



 

Clayton Chronicles                Foothills District Newsletter       12                                                            Spring 2022 

Memorial Funds 

 

Thank you for your support of the Clayton Historical Society. We depend on membership dues and       

community donations to pay for our operating expenses.  A gift of any amount to our Memorial Fund is a 

lasting way to honor someone who has done something special for you, or the Museum, during the past 

year, or someone who has passed away. Please also consider making a donation for a birthday, wedding, 

or for the holidays. Donations can also be made in honor of one of the third grade students from Mt.   

Diablo Elementary, or one of the scouts or students from local private schools who come to the Museum 

Field Trips to learn about the history of our great town and area.  We operate totally on the generosity of 

our members and the community of Clayton and the surrounding area. Thanks to your continued support 

– we are able to make improvements to our Museum and programs because of you! To make a donation,  

send a check made out to Clayton Historical Society, P.O. Box 94, Clayton, CA 94517 or come by the Mu-

seum on Wednesdays or Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
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    IN MEMORY OF   DONOR(S) 
  
     Jim Seven     Becky & Rod Overstreet 
 
    Merle Hufford    Becky & Rod Overstreet 
 
    George & Carmen Frank  Bonnie Frank  
 
    Lois Easton Henley   Steve Lane 
       
    Iola O’Grady    Linda Cruz 
     
    Marge Plaistad    Steve Lane & Ingela Nielsen
  

  *Lauren Larson Yugelevic  Donna Larson 

    *Correction from Fall 2021 Clayton Chronicles issue #176:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

   IN HONOR OF    DONOR(S) 
 

   “The Way We Were” Column Clayton Pioneer 
 

 

As a lasting way to honor someone special, your gift to the Clayton Historical Society supports the 
preservation and promotion of Clayton’s rich history. We thank the following donors for their  

respective memorial gifts. 



 

Clayton Chronicles                Foothills District Newsletter       14                                                            Spring 2022 



 

Clayton Chronicles                Foothills District Newsletter       15                                                            Spring 2022 



 

Clayton Chronicles                Foothills District Newsletter       16                                                            Spring 2022 



 

Clayton Chronicles                Foothills District Newsletter       17                                                            Spring 2022 

MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

 

At the Clayton museum gift shop there are several items for sale that might be of interest.   
There are coffee mugs, historic-style soaps, license plate frames, train whistles, tee shirts, 

aprons, books, mouse pad, coaster sets, cards, paintings of Clayton sites, Christmas           
ornaments, hand sewn pandemic masks and beautiful woven Clayton throws.   

Available online at    www.ClaytonHistory.org 
 
 

 Although the museum has reopened, purchased items can be delivered to your doorstep, 
(within a 10 mile radius of the museum), or picked up at the museum by appointment.  Call 

925-672-0240 for arrangements. 

http://www.ClaytonHistory.org
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CLAYTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY FUNDRAISER 

By JoAnn Caspar 

The Clayton Valley/Concord Sunrise Rotary and 

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary have a program 

called “Cars Second Chance.”  They have invited 

us to partner with them.  If anyone is interested 

or if you know of anyone who has a car, boat or 

motorcycle they no longer want and would like 

to write off on their taxes, please call the Clay-

ton Museum at 672-0240.  That is all you need 

to do and it will be taken care for you.  You will 

get a nice tax write-off and the Clayton Histor- 

ical Society will get half the sale money. 

 FUN HISTORICAL PHOTO 

Clayton has had snow storms in 1921, 1927, and in 
1936  as in this photo.  Will Frank and his son, 
George built a snowman by the barn on their farm 
on Pine Hollow Road . The dog’s name is Ted. 
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FOR ANY QUESTIONS:  Call the museum at 672-0240 and 

leave your name, phone number, and questions or email       
museum@ClaytonHistory.org and someone will contact you. 
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Clayton Chronicles Editor: Linda Cruz  lindajeancruz@gmail.com (925) 672-0503    

 

Clayton Historical Society  
Board Members 

 
President: 
Ted Meriam 

1st Vice President: 
JoAnn Caspar 

2nd Vice President: 
Joan  Bergum 
Secretary: 
Julie Pierce 

Treasurer: 
Nancy Dunn 
Directors: 

  Linda Cruz ~ Debbie Eistetter  ~  
William Jordan ~ Carin Kaplan  ~  Steve Lane ~  

Jan Rubiales  
 

Clayton Historical Society 
PO BOX 94, Clayton, CA 94517 

   

 
A note from CHS Clayton Chronicles editor: 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT SUBMIT ARTICLES!    
 

If you have suggestions or input for future  
“Clayton Chronicles” please contact Linda Cruz at  

(925) 672-0503 or  
lindajeancruz@gmail.com  

   
 

           Your ideas are welcome.  
 
 

    Also, we would appreciate your stories and/or photos  
   from Clayton’s past or other personal history.    

 

 Please do share with us!   
 
  

mailto:lindajeancruz@gmail.com

