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 President’s Message 
         

 

Dear Members and 
Friends, 

 
As we close out a long 2020 and welcome a New Year at the Clayton Historical Society and    

Museum, I’d like to update you on our work to preserve and promote Clayton’s rich history.  
Everything we do is volunteer-driven, and donation funded, so it’s great to see folks still          
supporting the museum – even during a “shelter-in-place” pandemic!   
  

Most recently, our Annual Meeting was held in November via Zoom. We were treated to a new film about blacksmithing 
in Clayton, followed by an authentic demonstration by Brian Connery, a true blacksmith and member of Clayton         
Historical Society. Dick Ellis, Bob Hoyer and Rory Richmond were honored by the City of Clayton for their many years of 
service to the community. The meeting and blacksmithing videos are on the Museum’s YouTube channel: 
www.claytonhistory.org/youtube. 
 

Our Museum will (hopefully) reopen soon with our newest exhibit: Buxworth in the High Peak, in Delightful Derbyshire 
County. This collection of photographs, stories, and facts honors Clayton’s “twinned city” and the birthplace of our 
town’s founder, Joel Clayton. Also, be on the lookout for an expanded collection of “historic” videos on our YouTube 
channel, including recordings of prior Camellia Teas (that sadly won’t be hosted this year.) 
 

While the Museum has been closed, like any old building, it takes regular funding to keep it alive. We need your        
continued support to preserve and promote our rich history.   
  

 

Since we were unable to do our annual Christmas Home Tour in 2020, we especially need your support to keep our   
historical Museum running and open to the public in 2021. Your gift of time or money will help sustain our local history.  
  

        1 

     Ted Meriam               
Clayton Historical Society  

President  2021 

The Clayton Historical Society was founded in 1974 

to "research, collect, record, preserve, display,      

borrow, share, and interpret  local history      

information and memorabilia, and to promote   

understanding of Clayton origins and development." 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

 
 
 
 

 

 

CHS Board Meeting    Feb  9  4:00 p.m. 

 

CHS Board Meeting    Mar 9  4:00 p.m. 

 

CHS Board Meeting    Apr 13  4:00 p.m. 

 

CHS Annual Gardens Tour    to be announced 

 

Clayton Valley Garden Club Plant Sale to be announced 

 

CHS Board Meeting    May11  4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

New Exhibit Open House  date to be determined  5:00—7:00 p.m. 

Museum is closed until further notice 

If you are a current member, please remember that all memberships are renewed annually in January. 
Furthermore, if you’d like to support the Museum, you can also give a donation as a “Friend”.  
  
To financially support the Museum, please indicate whether you prefer to give via a Membership and/
or combine it with a Friend category online via www.claytonhistory.org/give or on the attached form.  
  
While we won’t be sad to have 2020 behind us, we hope that 2021 will see us nearing the end of this 
pandemic and a return to a time a bit more like the past.  
  
My regards, 
 
       
       Ted Meriam, President 
       ted@claytonhistory.org   

YouTube Channel 

 

We are pleased to announce the new Clayton Historical Society YouTube Channel. In light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, volunteers at the Clayton Museum are looking to promote Clayton’s rich history 
in new ways. From the safety of your home, please checkout our video channel to see videos on    
Clayton history, recordings from meetings past and present, and new content published monthly. 

http://www.claytonhistory.org/give
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChfhWysFMBj6hvBRjPu2oWA
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Camellia Teas of the Past:  

     Photos & Videos 
 
 

For centuries, the leaves of Camellia sinensis have been used to 
brew a stimulating tea that has been associated with rituals of  
religion, comfort, and hospitality around the world.  In that spirit, 
the Clayton Historical Society hosts a Silver Camellia Tea each year 
to honor descendants of Clayton Pioneer families. 
 
The Clayton Historical Society’s Annual Camellia Tea began in 1977 when descendants of Clayton      
pioneer families, as well as many long-time residents, gathered at a residence on Morgan Territory 
Road to celebrate and have a happy reunion for both the descendants of the pioneer families and 
friends interested in the historical background of the Clayton area.  The view of the most rugged side, 
the North Peak, was a beautiful backdrop along with the driveway that was filled with blooming         
camellias. 

 
From 1976 to 1979, two small Victorian homes that were built circa 
1860s and formerly belonged to Joel Clayton (who founded the 
town in 1857) were joined and renovated 
to form the current Clayton Museum on 
Main Street in downtown Clayton. In 1979, 
the Clayton Historical Society held the (3rd) 
annual Camellia Tea for the first time at the 
new museum.  
  

For our gathering we collect ornamental camellia blossoms from local friends 
and neighbors to decorate the Clayton Museum.  These blossoms, which     
symbolize beauty, longevity, fidelity and prosperity, add a festive air to the   
celebration of our history. 

 
Our 44th Annual Camellia Tea, which was to be held on Sunday, February 14, 
2021, has been cancelled due to concerns about COVID-19 and keeping every-
one safe.  Our website features virtual offerings with examples of Camellia Tea 
celebrations from the past.  We are hoping you will join us for tea and home-
made goodies next year when we hope to again be able to  gather with friends 
and neighbors and celebrate our wonderful little town. 
 

BE SURE TO VISIT www.claytonhistory.org/youtube WHERE YOU CAN VIEW 
OLD VIDEOS OF CLAYTON, CAMELLIA TEAS, AND OLD FRIENDS. 

http://www.claytonhistory.org/youtube
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  WISHING A HAPPY 100th 
 
  BIRTHDAY TO CLAYTON’S FIRST MAYOR 
                

                BOB HOYER 
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 SNEAK PREVIEW 
 

  Clayton Gardens Tour is coming! 
 
    Dates to be Announced  
 

Gardens tour began in 1993 in order 
to raise funds to help maintain the 
Clayton museum building.  Many 
thanks to Eldora Hoyer and Emmy 
Joakimson who started the tour and 
formed the first Garden Tour       
Committee.  Members were Peggy  Arundell, Carl Ellingson, Eldora & Bob Hoyer, 
and Ruth Janke.  Evelyn Kilsby worked on the Gardens Tour the second year. Jo-
Ann Caspar took on the job and has been heading the Annual Clayton Gardens 
Tour ever since.   
  Be sure to look for a flyer coming soon.  

 

The Gardens Tour Committee is always looking for gardens.  Please call the    
museum at 925-672-0240 if you have a garden you would like to show or you 
know of a beautiful garden. 
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Clayton Historical Society 2020 Award Recipients 
 

Above:   Rory Richmond above received the Special Recognition Award.   
 

Below: Bob Hoyer and Dick Ellis each received a President Emeritus Clayton Historical Society 
Stewardship Award 

 
Also, see Proclamations for these CHS Award recipients on pages 18, 19, & 20. 
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We love our volunteers!! 
 

The Clayton Historical Society is reaching out to members and friends and offering a  
variety of opportunities to participate in the operation of the Museum. 

Would you like to know more about Clayton’s history and share it with others? 
   

POST COVID  - We provide training for the following: 
Greeters and docents 

Assisting with our school children’s museum field trips 
Assisting with museum events 

Helping to create and mount exhibits 
You decide what interests you the most and how much time you are able to spend. 

     We can be reached on our website, www.claytonhistory.org, or call the museum at   
(925) 672-0240. 

Or drop by for a visit during open hours 2-4pm on Wednesdays and Sundays 
 

http://www.claytonhistory.org
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NOTES FROM THE CLAYTON  HISTORICAL  MUSEUM 

 

by Debbie Eistetter 
 

 The old bridge at Lydia Lane Park once led to the buildings of 
Yolanda Ranch.  The main house burned in an arson fire in 2009, but an 
old water tower, a cottage and some outbuildings can still be seen and 
are all that remain of the property once owned by Samuel Thomas   
Alexander. 
 He was born in 1836 to New England missionaries near what is 
now Hanalei, Kauai.  Around 1870 he and childhood friend, Henry    
Perrine Baldwin, established Alexander & Baldwin Inc., and the two 
made their fortunes planting, shipping and processing pineapples and 
sugarcane. They held interests in Matson Navigation that owned 
freighters used to carry the raw sugar and also held interests in the C&H Sugar processing plant in 
Crockett, CA.  Alexander’s landholdings in Hawaii and California became extensive, but not all of his          
properties were devoted to business ventures:  some were “country homes,” and the Clayton   
property was one of these.  Its entrance was on Clayton Road and the driveway went down the hill 
and over the creek on what we know today as Lydia Lane.  Above the gate was a green iron arch 
with the name “Yolanda” that remained in place until the mid 1970’s. 
 Letters written by Norma Bloching Dempsey to the Clayton Historical Society give us an idea 
of what Yolanda Ranch must have been like.  William and Mary Bloching, Norma’s grandparents, 
were caretakers living on the property from 1934-1954 and employed by Juliette Alexander who  
inherited the ranch from her father.  Juliette was 69 years old in 1934 and would arrive from her 
Piedmont home in a limousine with a chauffeur, a maid and a cook for 2-3 day visits.  Norma’s 
mother recalled Juliette’s long white hair always being done up in a bun and her favoring long  
dresses with ruffled sleeves.  Another Bloching cousin called her apparel “baby dresses,” but Norma  
believed them to be traditional Hawaiian mumus.  When the time came for William and Mary to be 
paid, Juliette would draw the money out of a pocket sewn into the long folds of her skirt.  She was 
described as being “adventurous and independent,” and her ranch caretakers enjoyed visits to her 
Piedmont home where she lived surrounded by exotic caged birds. 
  Juliette died in 1948, and Yolanda Ranch was willed to her niece, Martha Waterhouse Hurd, 
and the parcel became known thereafter as the Hurd Ranch. 
Norma wrote, “Most specifically I remember the beautiful trees, and standing with my father at the 

water tower as he checked 

its workings and listening 

to the sounds of the water 

as it flowed into the      

tower.”  She remembered 

the rosebushes planted by 

her grandfather and the 

sidewalks he painted red 

using his “secret ingredi-

ent.”  “It truly was a place 

of beauty and tranquility.” 
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Mrs. Il’s class from MDES 
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Memorial Funds 

 

Thank you for your support of the Clayton Historical Society. We depend on membership dues and       

donations from the community to pay for our operating expenses.  A gift of any amount to our Memorial 

Fund is a lasting way to honor someone who has done something special for you or the Museum during 

the past year, or who has passed away. We would like you to also consider making a donation for a birth-

day, wedding, or for the holidays. Donations can also be made in honor of one of the third grade          

students from Mt. Diablo Elementary, or one of the scouts or students from local private schools who 

come to the Museum Field Trips to learn about the history of our great town and the area.  We operate 

totally on the generosity of our members and the community of Clayton and the surrounding area. 

Thanks to your continued support – we are able to make improvements to our Museum and programs 

because of you! To make a donation, you can send a check made out to Clayton Historical Society, P.O. 

Box 94, Clayton, CA 94517 or come by the Museum on Wednesdays or Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
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 IN MEMORY OF    DONOR(S) 
 

 Jeff Crady     Peggy Arundell 
 

 Carmen Williams   Peggy Arundell 
 

 Rory Richmond    Alice Ponti 
        Adela & Dale Oldford 
        Dick Ellis 
        Bob Hoyer 
        Peggy Arundell 
    

 Ann Brooks     Bob Hoyer 
        Peggy Arundell 

 Dave Atkinson    Linda Pinder 

 Joan Manning    John & Colleen Owen 
 
 

 Paul Delamater    Karen Larson Sutherlin 
  
 

 

As a lasting way to honor someone special, your gift to the Clayton Historical Society supports the 
preservation and promotion of Clayton’s rich history. We thank the following donors for their  

respective memorial gifts. 
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MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

 

At the Clayton museum gift shop there are several items for sale that might be of interest.   
There are coffee mugs, train whistles, tee shirts, aprons, books, mouse pad, coaster sets, 

cards, paintings of Clayton sites, Christmas ornaments and beautiful woven Clayton throws.  
Available online at giftshop.    www.ClaytonHistory.org 

 
 

 Although the museum is closed until further notice due to COVID-19, purchased items can 
be delivered to your doorstep (within a 10 mile radius of the museum) or picked up at the 

museum by appointment.  Call 925-672-0240 for arrangements. 
   

http://www.ClaytonHistory.org
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FOR ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE:  Call the museum at 
672-0240 and leave your name, phone number, and questions or 
email museum@ClaytonHistory.org and someone will contact you. 
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Clayton Chronicles Editor: Linda Cruz  lindajeancruz@gmail.com (925) 672-0503    

 

Clayton Historical Society  
Board Members 

 
President: 
Ted Meriam 

1st Vice President: 
JoAnn Caspar 

2nd Vice President: 
Shannon Seven 
Secretary: 
Julie Pierce 

Treasurer: 
Jim Seven 

Directors: 
 Joan Bergum ~ Linda Cruz ~ Debbie Eistetter  ~  
William Jordan ~ Carin Kaplan  ~  Steve Lane ~  

John Rubiales  
 

Clayton Historical Society 
PO BOX 94, Clayton, CA 94517 

   

A note from CHS Clayton Chronicles editor: 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT SUBMIT ARTICLES!    
 

If you have suggestions or input for future  
“Clayton Chronicles” please contact Linda Cruz at  

(925) 672-0503 or  
lindajeancruz@gmail.com  

   
 

Your ideas are welcome.  
 
 

    Also, we would appreciate your stories and/or photos  
   from Clayton’s past or other personal history.    

 

 Please do share with us!   
 
 

SPRING Newsletter articles DUE date May 15, 2021 

mailto:lindajeancruz@gmail.com

