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============================================================== 

President’s Message    
  

 
Dear Historians and Friends, 
 

I was just reading the 2016 Fall 
Chronicles.  In that issue I mentioned 
that it would be my last 
President’s letter.  Well it 
was not.   CHS President, 
Michael Wendorf left the 
President’s position      
suddenly due to medical 
conditions, so here I am 
again. 
 

As usual the Museum has 
had some interesting         

visitors.  A couple from Georgia, who both 
lived here as young adults, dropped by and 
talked with our historian, Dick Ellis, for over an 
hour.  We also had four junior high visitors 
looking at the current exhibit, “A Collection of 
Small   Collections”.  Our curator, Renee Wing,  
set up the exhibit and has the collections displayed in the museum. We are open on Wednesdays and Sundays 

from 2:00 until 4:00pm.     Come visit sometime!     
  President message continued on page 2. 
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The Clayton Historical Society was founded in 1974 

to "research, collect, record, preserve, display,      

borrow, share, and interpret  local history      

information and memorabilia, and to promote   

understanding of Clayton origins and development." 

   Pictured Left to Right: Linda Pinder, Carin Kaplan, Adela Oldford, 
and  Lynn Hadley 

http://www.claytonhistory.org
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President’s message continued… 

 
 
 

The 4th of July was a big day for the museum.  Several members dressed in pioneer aprons carried our  
banner during the parade.  Immediately following the banner was Jesse Cruz driving his 1931 Model A 
Standard Coupe followed by Ray Warthen driving his Model A Ford Deluxe Roadster and Alex Janke in a 
1930 Model A Ford Deluxe.  Following the parade, the museum was open with many people coming 
through.  A surprise was a scavenger hunt for the children.  Also, after the parade, kids were invited to 
experience hands-on pioneer activities in the new Wagon Wheel Court. 
 

July 14th was the big Clayton Barbeque.  For the first time the museum had a booth selling merchandise 
from the Gift Shop.  It was fun with many items sold. The museum was also open and a cool place to 
visit. 
 

The Christmas Tour committee is very excited to have a tour with five beautifully decorated homes this 
year. Watch for information telling the times on Sunday, December 9th. This tour has been a favorite 
thing to do during the holiday season. 
 

In this issue you will see many pictures of the activities that have been happening at the museum. If you 
would like to spend a couple of hours volunteering, please contact the museum at 672-0240. 
 

Thank you, 
   JoAnn Caspar, President, jojocaspar@gmail.com   567-6079 

             

The Clayton Historical Society is an all volunteer organization. We have no paid employees. 
 

 

Thank you to all the docents and volunteers who  
represented the Clayton Historical Society & Museum on 
the Fourth of July and enable the museum to be open for 
visitors on special events and regular hours Wednesdays 

and Sundays from 2-4 p.m.  Thank you for those of you who 
marched.  The Model A cars were fun thanks to those who 
drove the historical cars:  Jesse Cruz with passenger Rhea 
Kahlon, Ray Warthen & Pat Ziobro, and Alex & Ruth Janke 

and to all the children riding in the rumble seats waving the 
American flag.   NOTE: Ruth Janke is a Charter Member of 

the Clayton Historical Society and a Pioneer Family     
member.  Her family has been in Clayton since 1865.  Thank 

you to Sandra Nepacena, Museum School Fieldtrip          
Coordinator, Avneet Kahlon and the students for leading 

the Clayton Historical Society group. 
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Representing the Clayton Historical Society at the Fourth of July Parade this year were marching          
volunteer docents wearing their new pioneer aprons made by museum volunteers, followed by 3 Model 
A vehicles filled with children waving flags.  The above photo shows Sahar Ahad (obstructed view) with 
her dog Fluffy in the rumble seat.  Suddenly, almost  in front of the  museum, the middle car engine 
died.  Parade viewers quickly ran out to give the car a push and driver, Ray Warthen, was able to start 
the engine on compression.  The car continued on the parade route and the crowd cheered. 
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 Thank you, everyone, for your contributions to, and support of, the Clayton Museum. 
   

Renee Wing, Curator 

 
 

  Curator’s Corner 

Renee Wing 

I want to thank all of you in the community who have responded so generously to my requests in the 
Pioneer for World War I memorabilia.  You have served us up a smorgasbord of artifacts, photos, 
letters, family stories about the war, and memories of the most horrific flu epidemic to have ravaged  
humanity.  These contributions, ranging from the heartwarming to the heartbreaking, have    resulted 
in a true community-participation event.  Even I cannot predict the final scope of this exhibit; it 
evolves with each new offering. 
 

So, now I ask the rest of you to join our Clayton area pioneering families, long-time residents, and 
newcomers, alike, in the sharing of artifacts, archives and family lore.  We all have half-forgotten     
stories Grandma or Grandpa used to tell, tales of hardships overseas and deprivations on the home- 
front (meatless, wheatless, sugarless meals).  Every family in 1918-19 was impacted by the war and/or 
the “Spanish Flu” epidemic.  
  

Please contact me at 925-212-0940 or email me at reneewing@sbcglobal.net.  Become a part of 
“Remembering the Great War”.  The exhibit opens Friday, October 19th, with a reception from 5-7pm.  
Light refreshments will be served. Thank you again for your participation!  And let’s end with a few 
words from Irving Berlin, as he reflected upon life in the Army: 

 
Oh! how I hate to get up in the morning 

Oh! how I love to remain in bed 
For the hardest blow of all, is to hear the bugler call 

You’ve gotta get up, you’ve gotta get up,  
You’ve gotta get up this morning 

Some day I’m going to murder the bugler 
Some day they’re going to find him dead 

I’ll amputate his reveille and step upon it heavily 
And spend the rest of my life in bed! 

 

Irving Berlin, 1918 
Written at Camp Upton, Long Island 

mailto:reneewing@sbcglobal.net
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO CENTURIAN—IOLA O’GRADY 
 

 

Iola O’Grady turned 100 years old on August 4.   

Congradulations Iola!  
Iola spent a lot of time in Clayton during her childhood, 
including the Keller Ranch.  She remembers the  beauti-
ful gardens and the pet deer that Elodia Keller, “Lodi” as 
Iola called her, kept in cages at the Keller Ranch house.  
Iola remembers sitting in the shade a lot as there was no 
air-conditioning.  Can you imagine  living without air-
conditioning in the Clayton-Concord area? 

 

Today, we owe Iola’s grandfather and family thanks for  
his ranch land that has become part of Mt. Diablo State 
Park and open space. 
 

Debbie Eistetter, CHS Membership and  Clayton Pioneer 
Columnist for “The Way We Were,” wrote an article 
about Iola’ and her family history.  You can view it at 
www.ClaytonPioneer.com, August 10, 2018 issue on 
page 6.     

 

MEET SANDRA NEPACENA 
 

Sandra coordinates the school field trips for the Clayton Historical Society  

 

Sandra Nepacena first moved to Contra Costa County from Michigan when she was 14 years old and 
graduated from Campolindo High School in Moraga.  She has been a fan of pioneer life and the Old 
West since reading a comic book series about a Western cowboy detective called "Lucky Luke" at her 
grandparents' house in France.  Since age 10, she has been a huge fan of the Anne of Green  Gables se-
ries and other books by Lucy Maud Montgomery that chronicled life from the late 1800s to the early 

1900s.  

 In her former life as a health educator for Contra  
Costa County and various non-profits, she worked 
with elementary school through high school students, 
as well as older adults.  She met her loving and       
supportive husband, Francis, when they were          
students at UC Berkeley and now stays home with 
their two wonderful daughters, Lucie and Isabelle, 
who both attended Highlands Elementary.  Mary  
Spryer, a long-time volunteer of the Clayton museum, 
recruited Sandra to lead the 3rd grade field trips when 
Sandra was visiting the museum with her Girl Scout 
troop.  Sandra is also an active member of St.         
Bonaventure Catholic Community and loves the    
Clayton Valley.  She and her family reside in the  
Crossings neighborhood of Concord.  Her husband 
Francis grew up here and attended Clayton Valley 
High School in the 1980s. 
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Making a Lasting Impression … in the Museum Garden 
By Steve Lane, CVGC / CHS Museum Garden Chairman 
 
On May 9th 2018, nine individuals of different generations, who’ve all lent a helping hand to the Clayton His-
torical Society (CHS) and the Clayton Museum and Garden over a span of some 44 years, came together to 
make a lasting impression in the wet concrete of the ‘Wagonwheel Plaza’ of the new Clayton Museum Edu-
cational Garden Improvements Project. Among those individuals were: 
 
Bob Hoyer, Clayton’s first Mayor (1964) and Clayton Historical Society co-founder (with his late wife  
Eldora) in 1974. Bob served as a 2-term Society President from 1991–1992. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dick Ellis, Clayton Historical Society Life Charter Member (since 1975) and 10-term past President (1982, 
1983, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2004, 2005, 2009). 
 
JoAnn Caspar, Clayton Historical Society 5-term past President (2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016) and CHS’s 
Clayton Christmas Homes Tour founder and chairperson (main fundraiser for the Museum Garden             
Improvements Project). JoAnn is also past CVGC co-President (2004-2006, and 2017), and is current CHS 
interim President. 
 
Grete Ringenberg, Clayton-based Landscape Designer / original designer of the Clayton Museum Garden 
installation in 2000. 

Bob Hoyer’s hand being firmly pressed by 
Steve Lane into the wet concrete of the center 
circle / “hub” of the ‘Wagonwheel Plaza.’    
Photo: Ingela Nielsen 

Dick Ellis getting his hand firmly pressed into 
the wet concrete of the center circle “hub” by 
Victor Diaz, Project Foreman.      
Photo: Ingela Nielsen 
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Peggy Arundell, CHS Director / 2000 Museum Garden Project Coordinator and co-caretaker (with her 
late husband, Don), from 2000 to 2012. Peggy is also past CVGC co-President (2007 & 2008). 
 

Anna Wendorf, Concord-based Landscape Designer / past CHS Docent and Museum Educational Gar-
den Improvements Project Concept Designer (2010—2012). Anna also installed the irrigation in the 
“Streetscape” cottage garden along the Main Street sidewalk, and helped coordinate “Week of Caring” 
work parties with Chevron and Bank of the West employee volunteers (2010) and Chevron and Dow 
Chemical employee volunteers (2011). 
 

Steve Lane, Clayton-based Designer / Project Management Consultant / CHS Director (since 2012) / 
Museum Educational Garden Improvements Project Designer and Manager (2012-current). Steve is also 
past-President of the CVGC (2013, 2014). 
 

Nancy Niemeyer, Clayton resident / Retiree from the Contra Costa County Agricultural Department / 
California native plant expert and propagator.  Many of the plants to be installed in the garden will be 
donated by Nancy; many propagated by her. Nancy will also help with the Museum Garden’s plant lay-
out and irrigation design. Nancy is the current CVGC Newsletter editor (since 2017). 
 

The Museum Garden seat wall cap honors the work and contributions of: 
James “Doc” Hale, former university professor and  current consulting Wildlife Biologist, Ecological 
Consultant, Ethnobiologist / pro-bono  consultant to Museum Garden’s CA Native Plant / Native Indian 
selections, and local wildlife animal track imprint source and selections. Doc has contributed his 
knowledge to the project since 2014, and will continue with our Native American, local wildlife and na-
tive plant educational display signage, and programs for Museum visitors and school groups. 
 

There were also many other volunteers that helped to get this project started. 

(L-R): Grete Ringenberg, Peggy Arundell., Dick Ellis, Bob Hoyer, James “Doc” Hale, JoAnn Caspar, Steve Lane.  
           Not Pictured: Nancy Niemeyer and Anna Wendorf.     Photo: Gordon Ringenberg. 
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Steve Lane firmly pressing Doc’s hand into the wet con-
crete of the central wall cap.  
 

Photo: Ingela Nielsen 

Dick Ellis and Bob Hoyer’s hand prints in center.  
Alternating Prints (clockwise from top): Peggy 
Arundell, Anna Wendorf, Nancy Niemeyer, Steve 
Lane, JoAnn Caspar, Grete Ringenberg.                                 
 

Photo: Ingela Nielsen 

Central seat wall cap and descriptor of the surrounding wall caps, with the lettering: “CLAYTON’S NATIVE 
WILDLIFE [space] PLANTS” surrounding Doc Hale’s handprint and Native American Eagle pictogram created 
for him by a Native American tribe he studied and lived with (reverse image of pictogram recreated in foam by  
Steve Lane for concrete embedment).    Photo: Steve Lane 
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One of the 9 site-made wall caps with local (to Clayton) animal track print impressions, including: 
Gray Fox, Mountain Lion, Deer, Bobcat, Coyote, Badger, Raccoon, Opossum, and Squirrel. 
 
Photo: Steve Lane 

Clayton Museum Educational Garden’s new ‘Wagonwheel Plaza’, May 23, 2018         Photo: Steve Lane  
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John Keibel’s 2009 published, 349 –page book with 250 photographs is as 
timely as ever, as the Naval Weapons Station Concord has been decommis-
sioned, and the over 5000-acre site is planned to be divided and developed 
by the City of Concord, with 2500+ acres planned to become a new East 
Bay Regional Park— Concord Hills Regional Park, with a state-of-the art 
History and Cultural Visitor Center being planned.  Visit the City of Concord 
and East Bay Regional Park District websites for more info on these        
proposed projects.  
And pick-up a copy 
of John’s book at the 
Clayton Museum. 

FRONT SIDE OF TRAIN WHISTLE 

BACK SIDE OF TRAIN WHISTLE 

Front (L) and Back (R) sides of T-shirts 

MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

 

At the Clayton museum gift shop there are several items for sale that might be of interest.  Do come to 
check the Museum Gift Shop out.  There are coffee mugs, train whistles, tee shirts, aprons, books, 

Christmas ornaments and beautiful woven Clayton throws.  Or look on the website 
www.ClaytonHistory.org and scroll down to the gift shop.  

               Of course, we would rather see you in person! 

MUSEUM 
HOURS: 
2-4 P.M. 
SUNDAY  

& 
WEDNESDAY 

http://www.ClaytonHistory.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

 

 

 

 

Soap Box Derby - Museum Open  Sept 1  10:00-1:00 p.m. 

Old Timers     Sept 3  11:00 a.m. 

CHS Board     Sept 11  4:00 p.m. 

Old Timers     Oct 1    11:00 a.m. 

Oktoberfest –Museum Open   Oct 6-7 

CHS Board     Oct 16  4:00 p.m. 

New Exhibit Opening    Oct 19  5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Old Timers     Nov 5  11:00 a.m. 

CHS Annual Meeting  & Election Nov 13  6:30 Wine/Dessert 

   7:00 p.m. presentation   To be held at  Endeavor Hall 

Christmas Home Tour   Dec 9  11:00-5:00 p.m. 

   

CHS Marker Dedication at Skipolinis pending 

We love our volunteers!! 
 

The Clayton Historical Society is reaching out to members and friends and offering a  
variety of opportunities to participate in the operation of the Museum. 

Would you like to know more about Clayton’s history and share it with others? 
   

We provide training for the following: 
Greeters and docents 

Assisting with our school children’s museum field trips 
Assisting with museum events 

Helping to create and mount exhibits 
You decide what interests you the most and how much time you are able to spend. 

     We can be reached on our website, www.claytonhistory.org or call the museum at   
(925) 672-0240. 

Or drop by for a visit during open hours 2-4pm on Wednesdays and Sundays 
 

http://www.claytonhistory.org
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Memorial Funds 
 

A gift of any amount to our Memorial Fund is a lasting way to honor someone special. 
Their names will be placed in the "Book of Memory” that is permanently displayed at the museum. 

Send your memorial donation to CHS—Attention Memorials, PO Box 94, Clayton, CA 94517 
 
I would like to make this contribution of $_______     □ In Honor of     □ In Memory of   (check one) 

 
Name of person(s) to be honored or memorialized: 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please Send Acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________         City, State, Zip: ____________________________ 
 
Donor(s)  _____________________________         Address:  _________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

As a lasting way to honor someone special, your gift to the Clayton Historical Society supports the preservation and 
promotion of Clayton’s rich history.   We thank the following donors for their respective memorial gifts. 

  

    
   IN MEMORY OF     DONOR(S) 
 
 

       
 Lyle & Ellen Heck     Rodney & Margaret Plaisted 
 
 George & Carmen Frank   Bonnie Frank 
 
 Mary Wacker     JoAnn Caspar 
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Clayton Historical Society—  
2018 Membership Form   

 

Dear Friends of the Museum: 

Like many non-profits, the Clayton Historical Society and Museum relies upon the individual gifts of time and money to 

preserve and promote our local history.  If you’d like to financially support the Museum, please decide your membership 

or patron category below and send your application via postal mail or online:      

 http://www.claytonhistory.org/donate.aspx. 

Your donations may be tax deductible under our 501(c)3 non-profit status and allow us to continue operating the Muse-

um’s exhibits and programs throughout the year.  All yearly memberships are up for renewal in January. 

We would like to thank you for your support of our fine Clayton Historical Society and Museum! 

   JoAnn Caspar,  Interim President Debbie Eistetter, VP of Membership  

   (925) 672-0240 | jojocaspar@gmail.com (925) 672-0240 | debbie@claytonhistory.org    

 

Annual Membership Categories: 

□ Individual - $30 □ Student - $15  □ Senior - $20 

□ Family - $40   □ Senior Couple - $25 □ Sustaining - $60 

□ Business - $100 □ Other - $_________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________  State:___________________ Zip:________________ 

Home Phone: ________________________  Email Address: _____________________________________ 

Make checks payable to the Clayton Historical Society  Questions? Contact... 
       P.O. Box 94     Debbie Eistetter, VP of Membership 
  Clayton, CA 94517           debbie@claytonhistory.org    
         925-672-0240 

http://www.claytonhistory.org/donate.aspx
mailto:debbie@claytonhistory.org
mailto:debbie@claytonhistory.org
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Clayton Chronicles Editor: Linda Cruz  lindajeancruz@gmail.com (925) 672-0503    

 

Clayton Historical Society  
Board Members 

 
Interim President: 

JoAnn Caspar 
1st Vice President: 

Carin Kaplan 
2nd Vice President: 

Debbie Eistetter 
Secretary: 
Julie Pierce 

Treasurer: 
Jim Seven 

Directors: 
 Peggy Arundell ~ Linda Cruz ~ Nancy Dunn 

 ~  Steve Lane ~ Ted Meriam 
John Rubiales ~ Rory Richmond ~Sally Turner   

Marty Milanese ~ Shannon Seven 

Clayton Historical Society 
PO BOX 94, Clayton, CA 94517 

   

A note from CHS Clayton Chronicles editor: 
    
 

If you have suggestions or input for future  
“Clayton Chronicles” please contact Linda Cruz at  

(925) 672-0503 or  
lindajeancruz@gmail.com  

   
 

Your ideas are welcome.  
 
 

    Also, we would appreciate your stories and/or photos  
   from Clayton’s past or other personal history.    

 

 Please do share with us!   
 
 

Fall Newsletter articles DUE September 29th for early-October  
distribution. 

mailto:lindajeancruz@gmail.com

