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President’s Message

The Clayton Historical Society was founded in 1974
to "research, collect, record, preserve, display,
borrow, share, and interpret local history
information and memorabilia, and to promote
understanding of Clayton origins and development."

Dear Historians and Friends,
My best to all of you for a
happy and healthy 2018!
As we start the new year,
Debbie, our Membership Director, will be contacting you about your continuing
support. A modest dues increase was approved by the Board at the January
meeting.
Do you recall that Buxworth, England, Joel Clayton’s birthplace, and Clayton,
California are “twin cities”? I am delighted to report that through the efforts of
Clayton Historical Society
Joel Clayton’s great, great grandson Ray Strong, his wife Jerilyn and their
President 2017
recent English visitor, Glenys Hobson, interest in the “twin cities” is being
revived. Glenys, who was instrumental in twinning the two cities, presented a framed photo of Joel
Michael Wendorf

President message continued on page 2.
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President’s message continued…

Clayton’s birthplace in England to the Museum at a luncheon in Clayton on October 24. Ray
Strong presented another framed photo of Joel Clayton’s birthplace to the Clayton City
Council at their December 5th meeting.
February will be a busy time at your Museum! On Friday, February 2, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m., we will host a reception to open our exciting new exhibit, “A Collection of Small
Collections”, each of which has special relevance to the Clayton area. If you can attend the
opening, be sure to meet Wyatt Waraner and Christopher Dent, whose collection of historic
Clayton artifacts will be in the exhibit. The event is free, and refreshments will be served.
The 41st Annual Silver Camellia Tea will be hosted by the Society on Sunday, February 11,
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Pioneering families in our community and interested members
and guests are all invited. Each year we honor a group of community workers or volunteers.
This year we are honoring the Clayton Business and Community Association, or the CBCA.
Through activities and events, the CBCA promotes a variety of causes for the entire Clayton
community.
The first phase of the Garden Project, which includes new hardscape, drainage, irrigation, a
picket fence, and 'Wagonwheel Plaza' with personalized bricks, is now underway. The
expected completion should be around mid-April, in time for the 2018 Clayton Art and Wine
Festival the weekend of April 28th and 29th. CBCA funding for the second phase of the
project - improvements to the current Agricultural and Mining exhibit space, to include a
decorative metal fence, and an historic tractor, is currently under consideration.
In case you are wondering, the historic marker that we have been planning to place at
Skipolini’s is still on order and will be installed as soon as it is received. Also, we are in the
process of moving the CHS website to a new web host. Our goal is to have the website
moved by the end of February.
Looking forward, the Museum will be open for visitors during the Art and Wine Festival in
April, the 4th of July, and Oktoberfest. Please drop by if you are attending any of these
events, we would love to see you!
Finally, if you would like to volunteer at the Museum, please give me a call or send an email
as noted below. Volunteering at the Museum can be both interesting and fun!
All the best!

Mike

Michael Wendorf, President
(925)381-9837 or Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

The Clayton Historical Society (CHS) would like to express a Big Thank
You to Bob and Tamara Steiner for their generous contribution to the
Clayton Museum. CHS Docent Coordinator, Linda Pinder reupholstered a
chair for the Steiners and would not take payment. The Steiners made
a donation to the Clayton Museum for Linda Pinders work.
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Curator’s Corner
By Renee Wing, Curator

Greetings from 2018! Once upon a time, many years ago I said to
Renee Wing
my grandfather, “Time goes by so fast!” His heart-breaking reply
was, “Wait until you’re my age!” At the time, I was 25 and he was 75. I understood
him then and it is all the more poignant now. At age 79, on the hottest day of the year,
he finished push-mowing his tough Bermuda grass, settled into his favorite green easy
chair, sipped a cold beer, turned the channel to “The Waltons”, and passed away. You
may assign whatever meaning you like to this story; my take on it is, “Life is short,
don’t plant Bermuda grass, do drink the beverage of your choice, but never, ever watch
“The Waltons”!”
Yes, time truly does fly. It seems like just a few weeks ago we were welcoming- in 2017.
Now we have another new year, a freshly-painted museum exterior, new interior
lighting, and an exhibit opening on February 2nd. “A Collection of Small Collections”
is a presentation of twelve varied assemblages of artifacts and archival materials that
are relevant to Clayton’s past and present: Family photo collections from pioneering
family descendents, images of Clayton wildlife and historical downtown buildings,
stone tools from the Native Americans of the region, fragments of old bottles and
shards of pottery, and treasured mementos of childhood.
The items presented are made more meaningful when linked with the lives of their
former owners. The contributor biographies are an integral part of the exhibit. Why
did Charles Evans, former Mayor, own old soldering tools? Why did the Carneys, who
have lived their whole lives in Walnut Creek, possess farm tools from late-1800s
Clayton. Now we know why.
Please join us on Friday, February 2nd, from 5-7p.m. at the Clayton Museum, 6101
Main Street, Clayton, for “A Collection of Small Collections”. We’ll have light refreshments, wine and coffee, good conversation, and perhaps an exchange of reminiscences.

We hope to see you there!

FOR ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE: Call the museum at 6720240 and leave your name, phone number, and questions or email
museum@ClaytonHistory.org and someone will contact you.
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A few pictures from last year’s Camellia Tea.
From top left to right: There are always plenty of homemade treats at the CHS Annual Silver Tea,
Visitor Jada, with her mother Jasmine, enjoys trying out the typewriter after refreshments;
President, Michael Wendorf and Vice President, JoAnn Caspar, enjoying the museum decorated
with Camellias. If you have Camellias you would like to share, please leave a message at the
museum 672-0240.

COME JOIN US FOR FRIENDLY REFRESHMENTS AND VISITS!
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SUCCESSFUL ART SHOW & SALE
If you missed this event last
November, you will have
another opportunity to
purchase artwork featuring the
historic town of Clayton this
spring. Be on the lookout for
information coming soon.
Photos L-R: Marcia Thome,
Chair, with grandson, Jaiden
Lassair; Artwork by Carlene
Honeychurch; Rory Richmond,
CHS Event Director, serving
wine; and more artwork by
Carlene Honeychurch.
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MORE LOCAL EXPERIENCES FROM WWII
Mahlon “Ming” Hanson, resident of Clayton, passed away in March of 2016. He wrote a
twelve page history of his experiences during WWII which is held at the Smithsonian
Institute. Ming wanted to share his experience with the Clayton Museum. Excerpts from
Ming’s stories will be published in the next several Clayton Chronicles. This series began in
the Summer 2016 Clayton Chronicles. Previous Chronicles can be viewed at
www.ClaytonHistory.org.

“1942”

by Mahlon “Ming” Hanson - Part VII of VIII

The U.S. Army Air Force was formed in 1941 and is the direct predecessor of today’s U.S. Air Force.
14,903 pilots and crew were lost during WW II
Where we left off...When we weren’t flying, we played basketball, swam in the ocean,
went to movies and ate.
On one mission we were sent to bomb the Japanese fleet. We had to leave early in
the morning, loaded with 8000 lbs of armor piecing bombs. We were instructed to fly
to another island, land with a full bomb load, gas up, take off and bomb the fleet. It
did not work out that way. When we were on final approach, flying through a heavy
cloud cover our instruments tumbled. I switched to needle, ball, and air speed. No
problem. I didn’t reach down between the pilots and pulls the salvo lever. He
dropped the full bomb load at 500 feet. Thank God the bombs went out with their
safety wires still attached or I would not be here today.
Our shortest mission was against the Island of Halmahera. The same island we were
based on. They had fighter planes and anti aircraft guns. They were in our traffic
pattern. We would take off, climb to 25,000 ft, drop our bombs and fly back to our
base. One of the types of entertainment was going fishing with the natives. The
boats were canoes with outriggers. The natives took about three boats and let us use
one. We would go out to their fishing area and one man in our boat would sit up in
front with a cigar, light the 12” fuse on a 3” TNT bomb and throw it in the ocean. As
soon as the bomb went off, the natives would dive in and pic up the stunned fish and
put them in their boats and head for shore. Of course they could paddle faster than
we could. They would get to shore, grab the biggest fish and run up in the trees. We
got tired of furnishing the bombs and getting the fish they didn’t want. So one day
we hooked an outboard motor to the outrigger, covered it and went fishing. When the
last bomb we had blew, they headed for the beach. We uncovered the motor and were
waiting for them when they got to the shore. We took the biggest fish. They were
mad. They never went fishing with us again. I used to go down to the flight line and
help the mechanics work on the engines. I wasn’t supposed to but I did. One day
after working at the flight lines, I was walking thru the mechanics area. They were
having a drink and invited me in. When I told them I never had a drink they didn’t
believe me and dared me to have one, so I did. About five drinks later, I got up,
walked to their fox hole, threw up, and headed to my quarters. They said I hit every
palm tree on the way back. When I woke up I did not feel good. I had come down with
a case of malaria. After a week of recovery, I was back to flying.
After about 20 missions, they sent us to Sydney, Australia for a week of rest and relaxation.
That’s where I learned that scotch is a very good drink. We played poker almost every night, so I
guess I was lucky. I had over $700 when I went on rest leave. Naturally I had to buy my honey
something. I found a furrier and bought her enough beautiful Wallaby furs to make her a beautiful
continued on page 11

Clayton Chronicles

Foothills District Newsletter

10

Winter 2018

Part VII “1942” by Ming Hanson continued

coat. I also bought her a beautiful purse. I watched when they wrapped them. Then I took them to
the post office and mailed them. When I got home Lorene showed me the furs. Somebody (the
dirty crooks) had a connection with the post office. The furs were full of holes (not the ones I
picked and they swapped the purses! I knew we wouldn't be back, so into the garbage they went.
Periodically they would send us to Northern Australia to pick up new B-24’s and fly them back to
the war zone. The runway was about 3,000 feet long and I got careless. Instead of going to the
end of the runway, I just swung the plane on the runway and hit the throttles. All of a sudden all I
could see were trees. The only thing that saved me from cracking up was a red knob between the
pilots seats. Give it a twist and turbo super charges kick in. The extra power was just enough to
clear the trees. When I landed I found leaves and branches in the bomb bays and engine nacelles.
From then on I was a very careful pilot.
Most of the rest of the missions were milk runs. No enemy fighters, but we had to worry about the
anti aircraft fire on our high altitude flights. One of the most memorable flights was over Manila.
The two crew members who had been wounded joined us for their first mission since they were
wounded. It was a high altitude flight, 25,000 feet. We were flying in a tight formation, they were
watching thru the waist window when the plane next to us was hit by a 90 millimeter shell right in
the ball turret where it blew up. The gunner was killed instantly and fell out of the plane, but on
the way out his flight suit caught on something sharp. It seemed like hours that he hung there,
twisting in the wind until he finally broke loose. Both gunners saw this. When we landed they
both came to me and said they couldn’t fly anymore. I took them to the flight surgeon and had
them sent home on combat fatigue. Their stint in the service lasted two missions. They both
received the flying cross metal for their actions when we were all shot up.
We had many memorable flights. The longest flight was 16 hours. This was a photo recon
mission We took off at dawn to fly to Borneo, cross over and fly all around Borneo looking for
enemy air fields. As we approached the coast we saw a ship close to the shore. They were
unloading cargo. So we made a big circle, opened the bomb bays and dropped two 500 pound
bombs. The bombardier let out a yell, “I got him!” It was loaded with ammunition. The explosion
almost came up to our altitude. From there, we crossed over Borneo, went down the west coast to
the tip and turned north to search the east coast. On the way, we found an airbase. Two Zeros
took off after us. They must have been chicken because they never made any passes at us. They
flew above us and dropped phosphorus bombs on us. They exploded above us and showered us
with long white streamers of burning phosphorus. The object was to have us fly thru them and
catch our engines on fire. We were lucky, they missed. We turned the plane around and dropped
four bombs right in the center cross of the two runways. We never did know where the fighters
landed. We continued up the east coast of Borneo to head for home.
Suddenly the Bombardier yelled, “there’s a raft below us!” We circled down and found an eight
foot life raft with six men in it. They were all motioning that they were hungry and thirsty. We
dropped them all of our water, food, life rafts and a radio and we were still six hours from our
base. Thank God we had no trouble getting home. We visited the survivors in the hospital after
they were picked up by a submarine. They had floated for six more days after we found them.
When we landed it was dark. Three days later, I led a full squadron of planes back to the airstrip
we found and put it out of business for good.
Many things happened to me. One mission over Manila at high altitude, we were bucking a head
wind, dropped our bombs and headed home. About an hour from our base we lost an engine. It
ran out of gas. We turned on the cross feed pump, which pumps gas into all the engines,
restarted the engine and watched the gas gauges. When we finally saw our field, the gauges
showed empty.
Final Part VIII to be continued in Spring 2018 issue of the Clayton Chronicles

More WWII stories will continue in future issues of the Clayton Chronicles as they are received. If
you have photos or stories to share please send to lindajeancruz@gmail.com or call 672-0503.
Clayton Chronicles
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MUSEUM GIFT SHOP—Museum Hours 2-4 PM Sunday & Wednesdays
At the Clayton museum gift shop there are several items for sale that might be of interest. Do come to
check the Museum Gift Shop out. There are coffee mugs, train whistles, tee shirts, aprons, books, Christmas ornaments and beautiful woven Clayton throws, books.
Look on the website www.ClaytonHistory.org and scroll down to the gift shop.

Of course, we would rather see you in person!
John Keibel’s 2009 published, 349 –page book
with 250 photographs is as timely as ever, as
the Naval Weapons Station Concord has been
decommissioned, and the over 5000-acre site is
planned to be divided and developed by the
City of Concord, with 2500+ acres planned to
become a new East Bay Regional Park—
Concord Hills Regional Park, with a state-of-the
art History and Cultural Visitor Center being
planned. Visit the City of Concord and East Bay
Regional Park District websites for more info on
these proposed projects. And pick-up a copy of
John’s book at the Clayton Museum.
FRONT SIDE OF TRAIN WHISTLE

BACK SIDE OF TRAIN WHISTLE

Front (L) and Back (R) sides of T-shirts

Clayton Chronicles

Foothills District Newsletter

12

Winter 2018

Memorial Funds
A gift of any amount to our Memorial Fund is a lasting way to honor someone special.
Their names will be placed in the "Book of Memory” that is permanently displayed at the museum.
Send your memorial donation to CHS—Attention Memorials, PO Box 94, Clayton, CA 94517
I would like to make this contribution of $_______

□ In Honor of

□ In Memory of

(check one)

Name of person(s) to be honored or memorialized:

______________________________________________________________
Please Send Acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________

Donor(s) _____________________________

Address: _________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________

As a lasting way to honor someone special, your gift to the Clayton Historical Society supports the preservation and promotion of Clayton’s rich history.
We thank the following donors for their respective memorial gifts.

We love our volunteers!!
The Clayton Historical Society is reaching out to members and friends and offering a
variety of opportunities to participate in the operation of the Museum.
Would you like to know more about Clayton’s history and share it with others?
We provide training for the following:
Greeters and Docents
Assisting with our school children’s museum field trips
Assisting with museum events
Helping to create and mount exhibits
Decide what interests you the most and how much time you are able to spend.
We can be reached on our website, www.claytonhistory.org or call the museum at (925) 672-0240.
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In anticipation of a possible WWI exhibit commemorating
the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI, we are asking
our members if anyone has any family stories, artifacts,
or memorabilia in their family related to WWI or the
Spanish Flu epidemic that followed that they would be
willing to loan to the museum for an exhibit.
If so, please contact our curator,
Renee Wing….. Thank you
672-0240
www.ClaytonHistory.org

A note from CHS Clayton Chronicles editor:
If you have suggestions or input for future
“Clayton Chronicles” please contact Linda Cruz at
(925) 672-0503 or
lindajeancruz@gmail.com

Your ideas are welcome.
We would appreciate your stories and/or photos
from Clayton’s past or other personal history.
Please do share with us!
Spring Newsletter articles DUE APRIL 12th for April 17th distribution.
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2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb ruary 5
Feb ruary 2
Feb ruary 13
Feb ruary 11
March 5
March 13
April 2
April 10
May 5 & 6
May 7
May 8
May 12

Old Timers @ The Museum
New Exhibit @ The Museum
CHS Board Meeting @ The Museum
Camellia Tea @ The Museum
Old Timers @ The Museum
CHS Board Meeting @ The Museum
Old Timers @ The Museum
CHS Board Meeting @ The Museum
CHS Annual Gardens Tour
Old Timers @ The Museum
CHS Board Meeting @ The Museum
CVGC Plant Sale @ Endeavor Hall

11:30 a.m.
5 -7 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
1-4 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
10am-4pm
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
8 am-1 pm

Skipolini Historic Marker dedication date to be announced.

2018
Clayton Historical Society
Board Members
President:
Mike Wendorf

1st Vice President:
JoAnn Caspar

2nd Vice President:
Debbie Eistetter

Secretary:
Julie Pierce

Treasurer:

Clayton Historical Society

Jim Seven

Directors:

PO BOX 94, Clayton, CA 94517
672-0240

Peggy Arundell ~ Linda Cruz ~ Nancy Dunn
Carin Kaplan ~ Steve Lane ~ Ted Meriam
John Rubiales ~ Rory Richmond ~
Marty Milanese ~ Shannon Seven

Clayton Chronicles Editor: Linda Cruz lindajeancruz@gmail.com (925) 672-0503
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